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Future of CAMBRIA assured

- Lottery funding secured for the restoration of the famous sailing barge

On the 1st March the South East Region Committee of the Heritage Lottery Fund agreed to award £990,000 to the Cambria Trust towards the restoration of the famous Thames sailing barge CAMBRIA.

Speaking of the award, Tony Ellis, Chairman of Trustees of the Cambria Trust said ‘We have been working for 15 years to establish a future for the barge and to obtain the funds necessary to being her back under sail.  This decision is magnificent in its recognition of the part played by our faithful team of volunteers during this period, as well as an acknowledgement of the strength of support - either with goods and services or financial contributions - from individuals, City livery companies, Thames-side industry, the Port of London Authority and Medway Ports.  The CAMBRIA was launched in 1906 and has now entered her 101st year.  This restoration will ensure that she has a new life that will carry her story forward into the 21st Century.’

Sheena Vick, Heritage Lottery Fund Manager for the South East, said: 

"The Cambria, was once the lifeblood of industry on the Thames.  Our grant will bring the historic vessel back to life and give a whole new generation the chance to see her in full sail.  Our maritime heritage has shaped the nation and we have now awarded  a staggering £70million into the UK’s historic ships, large and small."

 

Rear Admiral Bruce Richardson, Patron of the Cambria Trust said ‘I am delighted that all the hard work put in by the Trustees has met with success.  This magnificent award will now enable this unique project to make real progress and in so doing to repay the confidence of the Heritage Lottery Fund.  I am thrilled to be the Patron of the Trust at such a crucially important time for this historically significant craft.  

CAMBRIA was the last British Registered vessel to carry a cargo under sail alone, bringing the story of commercial sail to a close in 1970.’ He continued ‘With this award we can ensure that the CAMBRIA story continues to be told."

William Collard, who will direct the restoration project, said ‘This is a unique opportunity to work closely with a master shipwright and his team in the rebuilding of this 28 metre wooden vessel which was once capable of carrying 170 tons to sea.  I am privileged to have this ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity to ensure that CAMBRIA is brought back to life and sets sail once again on the waters of the Thames and Medway. ‘    

What will CAMBRIA be used for?

Once fully restored, CAMBRIA will be used for sail training and educational purposes, thus preserving the vessel and introducing her to a new audience who will be taught how she traded under sail alone – a supreme example of environmental transport which will also promote an understanding of new alternative technologies. 

Operating as a floating classroom, CAMBRIA will moor at a variety of locations throughout the Thames, Medway and Swale estuaries, offering environmental training and education in social and economic history for Junior school children, working closely with educational charities, port authorities, local authorities and the RSPB.

CAMBRIA will also operate as a floating interpretative centre explaining the past, present and future of London River and encouraging interest and support from the general public.

Young people and apprentices will undergo sail training aboard the barge, and the general public will also be able to charter CAMBRIA so that they can experience the joy of sailing aboard this magnificent vessel.
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ENDS:

Further information:

- Cambria Trust - contact: 

David Walsh, Cambria Trust Press Officer: david.j.walsh@pfizer.com
contact  phone number. 01304 645619
Website:  http://www.thamesbarge.org.uk/barges/vessels.html

then click on CAMBRIA
- Heritage Lottery Fund - contact
Sam Goody, HLF Press Office, on tel: 020 7591 6033  
Illustrations:

Electronic images of CAMBRIA can be supplied.  Please contact david.j.walsh@pfizer.com with your email address

Notes for Editors:

CAMBRIA is currently moored in The Camber at Sheerness, courtesy of Medway Ports.

CAMBRIA will be rebuilt, using timber from sustainable sources.

The project will commence in the summer of 2007 and will take around 2.5 years to complete.

CAMBRIA has never had an engine and she will continue to operate under sail alone.  However, she will be supported by an electric launch. 

HLF enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about our diverse heritage. From our great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up our nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy. They have supported more than 18,600 projects, allocating £3.6billion across the UK.  Website: www.hlf.org.uk. 
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