PRESS RELEASE – Re-launch of Sailing Barge CAMBRIA
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Monday, 21 March will mark a unique milestone in the maritime heritage of the Thames estuary.  Sailing Barge CAMBRIA – the last UK vessel to deliver a cargo under sail alone – returns to the sea following a major three year restoration programme.  She will then undertake a two month fitting out programme before commencing sea trials and her intended work in support of local schools and social outreach programmes. 
Built in 1906, CAMBRIA made her last operational voyage in 1970.  Left to deteriorate over many years, it was not until 1996 that neglect was replaced by the efforts of a team of dedicated volunteers and the foundation of the Cambria Trust.  With the funding support of the Heritage Lottery Fund in 2007, the Trust was able to engage the services of shipwright Tim Goldsack, who together with his team set about the herculean task of restoring the barge to her former glory.  As she slides from her dry dock into the waters of Faversham Creek on Monday, the event will mark a very special moment for those who have done so much to support the project over these years.
Bruce Richardson, Chairman of the Cambria Trust said “The restoration of this magnificent vessel has only been possible through the generosity, support and effort of a large number of people and organisations.  Without their help, be that in the form of sponsorship, funding, gifts in kind, or personal hard work, the rebuild would never have taken place.  We thank them all.  Monday is their day.”

The barge will be floated out from her dry dock at Standard Quay, Faversham Creek shortly after mid-day on Monday 21 March.  She will then secure just downstream at Iron Wharf to complete fitting-out
Contacts:  	Bruce Richardson, Chairman, Cambria Trust, (07809 150318)
		William Collard, Cambria Restoration Project Manager (07891 640119)
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