LOG OF THE YAWL "THALASSA" FASTNET 1939

START: AUGUST 5th at 12.00 From RYDE PIER

SHIP'S COMPANY :-

CAPTAIN: 

Alan Bostock Baker Baker (Hardcase)
NAVIGATOR: 

E. P. de Guingand (The Alligator)
BOSUN: 

Jon Walley (Bos'n Bowsprit)
George Dally (The Doctor)
Douglas Pallister
Jack Perren
Godfrey Wykeham (The Soldier)
George Faint (Blessing of Heaven)


STARBOARD WATCH
PORT WATCH

E.P. de Guingand

Douglas Pallister

Jack Perren
Jon Walley

George Dally

Godfrey Wykeham


Watches to be kept from 19.00 to 11.00
Four watches of four hours 
Navigator's watch to be 1st Watch on odd days;
Bosun's Watch to be 1st Watch on even days-

5/8/39
9.00 ALL HANDS ABOARD. The following notice was approved by the Captain and Alligator and posted as an order or the Day :- "Any reference to condemned men's last breakfasts will be instantly and painfully suppressed by the defenestration of the offender. The Latin phrase "Moriturus te salute" will be similarly punished. "

10.30 Weather forecast -bright intervals. wind NNE force 4. Under weigh, mainsail and staysail

11.15 Off Ryde. Sent up Genoa in stops.

12.00 Off to a reasonable start but Genoa failed to break at first effort. After short struggle broke out Genoa and with mizzen and mizzen staysail also set reached to Prince Consort buoy. Very heavy squall off buoy which continued for about 40 minutes. Making fine time, probably 8 1/2 knots. Very wet.

2.30 Needles two points on Port bow 1 1/2ms, and a good tide to westward. Main Genoa staysail. Mizzen and Mizzen staysail set - weather clearing. Wind N. 4. Sea smooth. Spells of sunshine.

2.45 Course set from Needles W by S 3/4 S to clear St. Albans 5 miles. Needles abeam.

3.30 Weathered Golden Dragon and sent bottle to yard-arm in approved fashion. Fine and clear. Smooth sea.

5.45 Bar 30.14. Fine evening but some squalls still about. Wind N by E.4. Shamble LV N.W. by W. Durlstone ENE. Wireless out of order. Foresee difficulty about accurate time for chronometer.

6.30 4 1/2 ms. Portland L.H. NW by N Course set W 3/4 S for Start Point. Log streamed read 35. Wind lighter about 2. No sea. Squalls about.

8.45 Log 48. Wind NW by 4

10.30 Log 60. Wind NW by 4 steady. Fine night, little sea. Stars appearing. Position checked 20.30 see chart. Estimate Start Pt. 22-23 ms. ahead on course as set. Starboard Watch takes beer and soup, very good. Course W 1/2 S.

11.00 Picked up Berry Hd. and Start Point lights. Start fine on Port bow. About 10.45 a school of porpoises started to play around the ship, diving under and around the bobstay water very phosphorescent and so a lovely sight. One old Faithful remained to pilot us and is still there. Called Port Watch.

6/8/39.
3.00 Starboard Watch called 3.l5; cross on Start Point W by N and Berry Hd. N by E gives position 7 ms. E by S of Start Point. Wind light drawing ahead cannot make better than WSW. Log 79 1/2.

6.30 95 1/2 on log. E.P. 11 ms. SW 1/4 S Prawle Pt. Lovely morning, good sunrise. Wind NW 3. Short sea. Making good average WSW. Now 117 ms. on our way.

7.00 Port Watch called. Close hauled on starboard tack.

7.45 Tried sight for NS position line taking chronometer as accurate but obtained 2° intercept so discarded. Now about slack water.

9.30 Log 112 Bar 30 22 Course sailed WSW.

10.45 Captain spent an hour deviscerating wireless but without success.

10.50 Log 119 1/2. Position plotted.

11.10 Put ship on port tack. Making about NW 1/2 N.

12.00 Log 125 Wind W 3-4 Day's run 147 1/2 ms.

12.20 Jack Perren spoke to the wireless like a friend and succeeded. In inducing it to function by switching it on.

1.20 Meridian altitude of Sun's LL gives Latitude 49( 50'24".N.

2.00 Making good NW. Joyrena still in our company. Bar 30.22. Thoughts of lunch bring the Bosun from his bunk.

3.30 Log 146 Making good NW by W 1/2 W Lizard bears NW by W 1/2 W.

5.00 Tacked ship to starboard tack. Lizard bears 3 1/2 ms. W 1/2 N making S. Overcast, colder. Bar 30.21 Made signal to Lizard. Joyrena, under our lee about 1 mile ahead. Log 155.

5.40 Carried away Genoa. Torn from a point on luff half-way up, to leech and to foot parallel to seams. Now in two nice pieces. Got in the bits safely and set No.2 on running stay. Wind increasing and a rather short sea. Looks like a squall. Probably rain later.

6.00 Chronometer 47 secs. fast on G.M.T.

6.30 Log 160 1/2 Tacked ship making WSW.

7.15 Log 165. Altered course to W.

8.15 Wind veered to NNW went over on starboard tack. Making W by N. Log 171.

9.00 Chronometer 49 Secs. fast on G.M.T. Course since 8.15 made good about W 1/2 S.

11.20 Cross on Lizard and Wolf Rock gives position right on E.P. see chart 19 ms. SE by E 1/2 E of Wolf. Log 183. making only WSW. Starboard watch on to 3.0 clear night. Moon rising, much phosphoresence. Light wind 2. rather an uneasy short sea.

7/8/39.

1.00 Log 188. Course made good SW by W 1/2 W. Plotted position and tacked ship. Fine and clear. Bright moon. Sea lengthening. making N by W 1/2 W.

3.00 Log 196. Position marked on chart for 3 a.m. making NNW. Navigator invents a method of bring the Port Watch on deck which nearly causes a mutiny.

4.40 Fine starry night. Course made good NW 1/2 W or better. Wolf bears NE by N and St. Marys' N.W. picked off. Sea slight. Starboard watch snoring like snurges. God bless this ship's Company.

5.30 Fixed position by bearings of Bishop, Wolf and St. Mary's. Log 206 hand No.2 jib and sent up Yankee.

10.00 Wind light. Still close hauled on port tack under Yankee, hope to weather Scillies and Bishop.

10.30 Chronometer fast on G.M.T. 1 min. 25 secs. Weather forecast wind light to moderate. Southerly, visibility moderate to good.

11.20 Bishop 1 m. abeam bearing N.E. after lovely sail along close to Scillies. Set course for Fastnet Rock. N.W by N. Log 225. Nice quartering breeze. Big long seas. Sent up mizzen staysail.

3.30 Wind headed making N.N.W. Log 250. Starboard watch took lunch with Captain. Bar 30.00.

5.20 Log 259.

6.30 Course N 1/2 W for last 1/2 hour.

7.00 Course N 1/2 E for last 1/2 hour.

7.15 Course N. for last 1/4 hour.

7.45 Course N.N.E. (squalls) for last 1/2 hour.

8.10 Log 273. N 1/2 E since 7.45.

8.45 Log 275 1/2 N by E since 8.10.

9.00 Forecast wind W. to N.W. Light to moderate on S.W. coast of Ireland. Variable to southerly S.W. England. Conditions continuing.

9.45 Log 280 3/4. Position plotted. Hold on port tack so long as make N or better than N 1/2 E.

10.45 Log 285 1/2. Course made good N by W. Sweet smells from galley. George and Bosun making a feast we hope.

8/8/39.

00.05 Log 290 1/2. Course made good N by W. Fine night little sea. wind NW by 3. All hands dined well and christened the Western Ocean in brandy.

01.00 Log 294 1/2. Course made good N 1/2 W  3 increased to 4 near the hour. Bar 30.05. Sea slight. Phosphorescence. Very sentimental man the bosun. Fine warm night. Port watch (Picados) seeking the mermaids. Navigator's watch below giving tongue on a hot Bishop scent. All well.

02.00 Log 298. Course made good N by W.

03.00 Log 301 1/2. N 1/2 E.

03.10 Carried away cleat to which lee Yankee sheet made fast. Tacked ship Watch changed. The old lady will have her little joke.

06.30 Log 318 made good W by N 3/4 N .

At 4.0 When carried away cleat handed the Yankee and set No. 2jib. Bosun in the Bowspit and very wet but job well done. Confused sea and swell and much water coming aboard .

A reasonable dawn and seem to be getting into better weather but sea still very confused. Battened down with a result that down below the atmosphere is now suitable for baking potatoes providing they don't petrify first.

Watch on deck finish a bottle of rum.

8.30 Log 328. Big confused sea. Wind NW5. Fine and clear making W by S.

9.30 Log 335 1/2. Sea getting up. Wind NW6. Fine and clear. Sighted a ship on port beam. A large sailing yacht bound S.E. Tacked ship.

11.30 Log 343. N 1/2 E. Fine glittering morning in sun. Crew sleepy and cheerful and still singing as they have done since the start. Dry hash and pantiles on deck.

1.50 Log 354. N by W. Took meridian of sun's LL gives position 51(07'18" which agrees exactly with D.R. Latitude.

3.30 Log 366. N by W.

4.30 Log 372 1/2 N by W. A lighthouse previously sighted by the Captain. Was observed to come about onto the other tack.

5.30 Log 379 NW by N. Gally Head South Ireland LH on bowsprit end, distant 4 1/2 to 5 ms. Landfall suitably celebrated. Bosun mending Yankee which has sustained a small tear.

6.00 Chronometer fast 1 min. 10 secs. Captain produces two gargantuan cakes - at last!

6.40 Fastnet raised. Crew in tears of joy. Main brace spliced.

7.30 No.2 .jib. set Yankee. Tacked ship Log 390 1/4, wind fallen light 2 backing to SW by S making S by E looks like rain. Believe Fastnet really the Stag rocks, rather similar from this angle of view. Later, better visibility this confirmed. Hailed an Irish fishermen with great hopes of a fresh fish dinner.

7.45 Bought soles, plaice end mackerel, and paid through the nose for them, another I.R.A. problem. Alligator, Bosun and the soldier bathed overside in the calm, they lorded it over the others who were made to keep to leeward. Distinct taste of salt noticed. also took several gins in very pleasant conditions looking at the green and pleasant Irish coast in warm sunshine. Later a grand dinner, wh11e George (Gift of Heaven ) took the helm in a light beam wind. The Captain took his dinner a little later in his bunk. Shades of Benbow.

11.00 Wind increasing and Drawing ahead. Very dirty conditions with increasingly poor visibility. On port tack to estimated position of one mile from Cape Clear. No visibility.

9/8/39.

2.00 Tacked ship. Log at 2.0 411. Beastly night. Fastnet blowing but can't see it. Visibility 1/2 mile or less. Rain. Wind SW by 3.

2.20 Carried away Yankee snatch block. Tacked ship and Douglas struck off his balance by whipping off Yankee sheet and went overboard. Back very quickly indeed with nothing worse than a pair of wet pants. Old man soaked.

3.00 Picked up Fastnet rock Lt. on Starboard hand and tacked ship. Handed Yankee with much shouting from Captain when second snatch block carried away.

3.25 Rounded Fastnet to port with much cheering, singing and celebration in Nelson's Blood. No reply to our signals. Starting a whip round to buy gelignite to blow the rock up so we won't have to go round it again. The rock, the light and the surf a very impressive sight, a bit too much from so near.

3.30 Log 417 1/2. Set course SE by S to pass Bishop 6 ms.

5.30 Log 431. Course S.E. by S.

6.00 Log: 434 1/2. Course S.E. by S.

7.00 Log 441. Course S.E. by S. Sea moderate one took off hatch cover and slid down into sail locker. The surgeon's watch took a modicum of boiled eggs  and lime juice.

8.00 Log 447. Oscar the seagull deserts us. Course S.E. by S. Going great guns. Maimie the mizzen staysail swelling: suspiciously -Mamie!!

9.00 Log 453 1/2. Course S.E. by S. Surgeon retired wondering if soles really are good for breakfast.

10.00 Log 460 1/2. Course S.E. by S. Crews awakening like the break of day in a boozing den.

10.30 Chronometer fast on G.M.T. lmin 5 secs.

10.45 Found log fouled by seaweed. Please note Alligator.

11.00 Log 466 3/4 Wind S.W.6

12.00 Log 473 3/4 Course S.E. by S. Wind inclined to head us.

2.00 Log 490. Course S.E. by S.

2.30 Handed staysail and mizzen. Wind 7.

4.30 A real blow. Wind increasing and sea rising. Decided to heave to and furl mainsail and jib. Setting mizzen and staysail. Lay to under jib thereafter furled main, got in jib and set mizzen and staysail. Gusts of 8 blowing a full 7.

5.30 Very high wind for time of year. Big sea, poor visibility.

8.00 Log 527. Alligator, George F., the Soldier and Bosun took a simple repast of mulligatawny Thalassa, sardine puree a l'Oxford & Bucks, Peches de Barts, Brandy, find champagne, Martell de Guingand .

10.00 Log 535. Course S.E. by S.

11.00 A dirty night, big sea running and looks like closing in. maybe a heavy blow too. The Alligator is considering buying a farm and beating his sextant into a ploughshare, the soldier is considering following the land girls back to the land. No.2 jib set.

12.00 Things look brighter. Picked up Bishop light just where it should be. Nice landfa11.

10/8/39.

00.15 Log 547. Course S.E. by S.

4.25 Cleared S.W. Scillies between Bishop and overfalls by series of cross bearings and set course E 3/4 S for Lizard. Mainsail set. Making Splendid progress. Big sea running. Log 567. The soldier producing fine tea.

6.00 Weather very thick. Heavy rain. Visibility 1/4 mile.

8.00 Log 586. Weather clearing. Visibility now good. Picked up Wolf L.H.

9.00 Set spinaeker to starboard. Morning fining up looks good, making E 1/2 S

Fairly big sea still running. Might get a dry out later. Beautiful smells of frying fish coming from forward.

9.45 Altered course E. Fine Westerley breeze 4.

10.00 Log 596 1/2. Display by Austin Reed's on deck of Davis wet gear - about to cover "parrot cage" for good - hooray!

12.00 Crew celebrated end of fifth day at sea with beer, cheers and song. Rain about, overcast Lizard nearly abeam.

12.30 Signal made to Lizard. Answering pennant hoisted, greeted with cheers. Lizard l 1/2 ms. abeam bearing N by W. Log 613 1/2, Set course E by N for Penlee.

3.00 Log 628. Course E by N.

4.30 Log carried away on spindle. Dirty sort of afternoon. Rain complete murk and very light wind aft.

10.00 Lights of Plymouth ahead, 14 mies, after long period of calms and light airs from aft. What a race, every damn thing - head winds, fog, giles and then to be becalmed 14 miles from the finish after sailing nearly seven hundred. " .--"--, ~~ -

11.30 Down spinaker, set staysail and Yankee, jibed ship and set. Course N.E by E for Penlee Pt.

11/8/39

2.30 Very light airs bringing us slowly to Plymouth on the last of the tide, hope we make it. Last of the drink now being absorbed. Now been under way 5 days 14 1/2 hours. "All hands suffering terribly from thirst, scurvy rampant".

3.00 No food, no drink, no wind, no women, no hope.

3.27 Breakwater light abeam, crossed line, signals answered. 

4.40 Dropped hook in 8 fathoms by pier under Hoe. Crew singing to  greet Plymouth. Crew postponed keelhauling the Captain till daylight. Turned in as dawn breaking. 

10.00 All hands on deck. Cold morning and looks squally. Customs aboard, just heard we have a second, just beaten by Rose, in our class. All very elated as Rose, a big fellow and our old lady - just "poor little Piccole". Now driving sails and all wet gear from below. Customs Officers considers Alligator to resemble ~

a film star, take pity on the girls of Plymouth (Rin Tin Tin, King Kong, Pop-eye, and Donald Duck are film stars, beware of flattery - Algal).

So ends the Fastnet of 1939.

Signed

A. Bostock Baker 

E. P. d.e Guingand.

Distance sailed, 670 miles. Time, 5 days 15 1/2 hours. Average speed 4.9446 knots.

